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The Capitol Region Education Council (CREC) provides training and educational programs to staff in public and private schools and agencies in Connecticut and neighboring states.  CREC operates seven magnet schools, an advanced alternative route to certification for special education cross endorsement, and paraprofessional training programs, and offers numerous workshops and in-school support on topics such as speech development, instructional strategies, educational leadership, special education, response to intervention model, behavioral strategies and speech and language.  To allow trainees to achieve college credit for their training, an assessment of Academy coursework was conducted by Charter Oak State College on May 29, 2009. 
Source of official student records: 


Capitol Region Education Council

111 Charter Oak Avenue

Hartford, CT  06106

Courses and Recommendations
Introduction to Paraprofessional Training Curriculum (3 cr. Basic )
Location:   Various locations
Length:   45 hours, in 15 three-hour sessions
Date:       January 2003 – May 2014
Objectives: This course provides students with an overview of the roles and responsibilities of the educational paraprofessional. Learning outcomes are based on levels one and two of the National Paraprofessional standards, and include information on behavior techniques, communication, legal issues, instructional strategies, and roles and responsibilities. Students are provided with numerous modes of learning, including lecture, group discussion, activities and classroom observations to assist them in learning and demonstrating the content of Introduction to Paraprofessional. 

Instruction: The program instruction consists of lecture, group discussion, classroom activities and observations.
Paraprofessional Internship (3 cr. Basic )

Location:   Various locations
Length:   4 hours, classroom, 120 hours directed field 

                 experience
Date:       January 2003 – May 2014
Objectives: This course provides students with a classroom internship to apply skills learned in Introduction to Paraprofessional. Learner outcomes are based on National Paraprofessional Standards, levels 1-3. Student interns have an opportunity to work as a paraprofessional intern in an educational setting for 120 hours. CREC faculty and the supervising teacher observe and meet regularly with the intern.
Instruction:  Classroom instruction plus field experience.
Exceptional Learners  (3 cr. Basic )

Location:   Various locations
Length:   45 hours, in 15 three-hour sessions
Date:       January 2002 – May 2014
Objectives:  This course provides students with information on 10 disability categories that are protected under a federal law, the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. Characteristics of each disability category and specific academic and behavioral strategies to assist students with disabilities are reviewed and discussed. Students visit classrooms to learn and experience about various disability categories. Reflective journal and case study assignments allow students to observe and experience content knowledge within educational settings. Learning outcomes are based on Levels
 1, 2 and 3 of the National Paraprofessional standards. Instruction:  Classroom instruction, including lecture, group discussion, reflective journal, case study, plus field experience activities and classroom observations. 
Autistic Learner and Assistive Technology  (3 cr. Basic )

Location:   Various locations
Length:   45 hours, in 15 three-hour sessions
Date:       March, 2007 – May 2014
Objectives:  This course provides student with specific academic and behavioral strategies to assist students with autism. Students also learn the uses of Assistive Technology to support independent learning. Visits to classrooms and AT resource centers along with reflective journal and case study assignments allow students to observe and experience content knowledge within educational settings. Learning outcomes are based on the National Paraprofessional standards. Instruction:  Students are provided with numerous modes of learning, including lecture, group discussion, activities and classroom observations to assist them I learning and demonstrating the content of working with students with autism.
Behavior Strategies  (3 cr. Basic )

Location:   Various locations
Length:   45 hours, in 15 three-hour sessions
Date:       January 2003 – May 2014
Objectives:  This course provides students with specific strategies to prevent and manage challenging student behaviors. Learning outcomes are based on the National Paraprofessional standards, Levels 1-3. Instruction:  Students are provided with numerous modes of learning, including lecture, group discussion, activities and classroom observations to assist them in learning and demonstrating the content of working with students with behavioral difficulties.
