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The Child Development Associate Credential (CDA) Program, initiated in 1971, is a national effort to enhance the quality of childcare by defining, evaluating and encouraging the competence of child care providers and home visitors. Assessment and credentialing of childcare providers is administered by the Council for Professional Recognition (the Council). Assessment is available to caregivers work-ing in several types of licensed settings: center-based programs serving infants and toddlers and preschool children; family childcare programs; and home visitor programs. A CDA Credential is awarded to a person who demonstrates competence in caring for young children by successfully completing the CDA assessment process. Under the sponsorship of the Connecticut-Charts-A-Course Program, an assessment of the CDA Credential was conducted by Charter Oak Sate College at the College on July 10, 2001. 

Source of official student records:

The Council for Professional Recognition


2460 16th Street, NW


Washington, DC 20009

Courses and Recommendations 

Introduction to Working With Young Children (CDA Prep)    (3 cr. Basic)

Location:
Nationwide
Length:
120 clock hours
Dates:
1971 to May, 2012
Objective: This course exposes students to competen-cies required in the implementation of sound environ-ments for young children, birth to age five.  The course introduces content in the following areas: plan-ning a safe and healthy learning environment, support-ing development in physical, cognitive, language and social/ emotional areas; developing relationships with-in families; program management;  professionalism; observation and recording information about children; and the principles of child development and learning.
Instruction: Hands-on instruction in working with children birth to age five.

Early Childhood Field Experience   (or Early Childhood Elective Credit)      (3 cr. Basic)

Location:   Nationwide
Length: 480 child contact hours in a state licensed program.

Dates:
1971 to May, 2012
Objective: This course provides the student with prac-tical experience in environments for young children, birth to age five. The experience affords the student the opportunity to become familiar with and demon-strate the principles and practices of early childhood.

Instruction:         Hands-on instruction in working with children birth to age five.

NOTE:   These credit recommendations are not equivalent to credit awarded for “Introduction to Early Childhood Education” or “Child Growth and Development” through Charter Oak Pathways exams.  These recommendations are for students who did not earn their CDA credential through a credit-based program.

