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Brought to you by the Charter Oak State College Foundation 
and the Charter Oak State College Alumni Association

CHARTER OAK STATE COLLEGE FOUNDATION 

2019 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

President 
Rebeka A. Scalia, Scalia & Associates 

Vice President 
Neal Cunningham, BES-CUT, Inc.  

Secretary 
Tony Sheffy, Sheffy, Mazzaccaro, DePaolo & 
DeNigris, L.L.P.  

Treasurer 
Glenn Davis, Liberty Bank  

Executive Director 
Carol Hall, Charter Oak State College 

Directors  
Marcia Anderson-Esson, The Hartford  
Dave Calibey, BigThunk Julio Casiano, SBA  
Anne Elwell, Qualidigm 
Carlos Figueroa, Capitol Region Education 
Council 
Martin Geitz, The Simsbury Bank  
Jason Jakubowski, Foodshare 
Cecilia Kozlowski, American Red Cross 
Joyce Petrella, Calculus of Talent 
Daniel Purushotham, Central CT State University 
Gregory Sneed, Central CT State University 
Police  
Betsy Udal, Udal & Associates 
Joe Waxman, Guru Enterprises Group LLC  

Non-Voting Members 
Ed Klonoski, President COSC 
John Thomas, Alumni Association 
Representative 
Amy Jimmo, Student Association Representative 
Randall Orner, Faculty Representative  

Honorary Member 
Thomas Desmond, Chartered Financial Analyst  

CHARTER OAK STATE COLLEGE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

2019 BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

President  
John Thomas


Vice President  
Steve Foerster 


Secretary  
Kathleen Langan


Treasurer  
Chris May


Co-Treasurer  
Cecilia Kozlowski


Directors  
Marcia Anderson-Esson 

Trinene Davis

Michele Eathorne 

Marjorie Hackett-Wallace 

Kim Hollfelder 

Jeff Mulholland

Joan Palmer

Cecelia Peppers-Johnson 

Lisa Wilson 


CHARTER OAK STATE COLLEGE STUDENT 
ASSOCIATION 

2019 BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

President  
Amy Jimmo


Student Advisory Rep  
Teddy Wang 

CHARTER OAK STATE COLLEGE 

ALUMNI & STUDENT ASSOCIATIONS   

Teaming up to Make a Difference  
Acorns in Action...details coming soon 



4 5  Y E A R S  O F  C H A R T E R  O A K  S T A T E  C O L L E G E
The Charter Oak State College Foundation & Alumni Association Present

This Evening’s Schedule

6:00 PM Cocktail & Social Hour 

Mystery Wine Pull & Silent Auction Opens! 

7:00 PM Welcome	
Introductions	and	Thank	you	

Dave	Calibey	•	COSC	Foundation	Board	

Emeriti	Award	Presentation	

Ed	Klonoski	•	President		
Shirley	Adams	•	Provost	

Charter	Oak	Changes	Lives!		
How	You	can	Help!	

Rebeka	Scalia	•	President,	COSC	
Foundation		

Silent	Auction	&	Mystery	Wine	Continues!

7:35 PM Dinner & Dancing 

Music by DJ Dr. Love 
Julio Casiano • COSC Foundation Director 

 

8:00 PM Dessert 

Make-your-own-Ice Cream Sundae! 

8:15 PM Wrap-up Mystery Wine & Silent Auction 

Disco Dancing ’til Dawn! (well, 10:00 pm)

Proceeds to benefit the COSC Foundation Scholarship 
Fund, a 501(c)3, changing lives by providing financial 

assistance for degree completion. 
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45TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
BUSINESS PARTNERS

Betsy Udal 
Financial Advisor

(860) 470-0245 
One Old Mountain Road 

Farmington, CT 06032

Joyce Petrella  
Managing Partner

Calculus of Talent, LLC 
West Hartford, CT 06107 

www.calculusoftalent.com 

The Foundation Board of Trustees 
provides volunteer leadership for 
development and fundraising 
programs and stewardship of the 
Foundation’s assets in order to assist 
deserving and underemployed adult 
students with college costs; award 
scholarships; and encourage 
technological initiatives that enable 
the College to be a leader in higher 
education. 


The following Scholarships are awarded 
on an annual or biannual basis:  

John & Elizabeth Blennerhassett 
Sergeant George R. Dingwall  
Harris-Wiener Family 
Beverly and Rodney Hawes, Jr.  
Mark Carr Scholarship Award  
Michael A. Marusa  
Robert and Margaret Patricelli  
Early Childhood 
Scholar 
Healthcare  
Technology Grants 
Women in Transition Program (WIT) 

Your donations make 
a difference. 
Thank you!



CHARTER OAK STATE COLLEGE
CELEBRATING 45 YEARS

FACULTY EMERITI AWARDS 
Core 

Donald Brodeur

Irene Clampet

Lucille Cusano

Phyllis Gutowski

Keith Johnson

Sandra Morgan

Shyamala Raman

Borden Painter

Elizabeth Markham


Teaching 
Nathan Greeno


Teaching and Core 
David Henderson

Regina Miller

David Sloane

Julius Rubin

Robert Zabek

Mary Beverly Wall 

STAFF EMERITI AWARDS 
Dr. Merle Harris • President 


Vilma Allen


Ruth Budlong


Dee Coviello


Pat Derech


Helen Giliberto


Sue Israel


Linda Larkin


Maryanne Legrow


Liz Pratt


Barbara (Elliott) Smachetti


Anne Taft


Gale Terrill


Harry White


Marlene Woodman


Josi Zendzian


 

HONORING OUR FACULTY AND STAFF 
WHO PROVIDED 10 YEARS OR MORE OF 

SERVICE TO THE STUDENTS OF 
CHARTER OAK STATE COLLEGE. 

45TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
BUSINESS PARTNERS
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In 1974, Board Chair Mrs. Doris 
Cassiday stated, “The Board for State 
Academic Awards recognizes that people 
who want to earn college degrees have 
many different educational and career 
goals, and varying family and job 
responsibilities.” 

It remains true today. Resilient, 
determined adults earn their college 
degrees despite responsibilities and 
obstacles. The COSC Foundation 
assists by removing financial barriers 
and improving lives, one student - one 
graduate at a time. 



CHARTER OAK STATE COLLEGE
45TH ANNIVERSARY SPONSORS

Open Bar Sponsors

Betsy Udal 
Financial Advisor

Centerpiece Sponsors

Rebeka Scalia  

Scalia & Associates 


President 
COSC Foundation 


Dan Purushotham   
Adjunct Faculty CCSU 


Board Director 
COSC Foundation 


45TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
COMMUNITY PARTNERS

SHIRLEY M. EATON  
MSPH—Public Health • Pharmacy Tech  
B.S. Health Services • A.S. Human Service  
A.A. Arts • A.S. Nursing 
Executive Secretary  
Switchboard Operator  
Dental Assistant  
Elderly Housing Manager  
COSC Class of 1989

P.O. Box 2223  
Norwalk, Connecticut 06851 

ersm2926@gmail.com  
(203) 846-6933
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CHARTER OAK STATE COLLEGE
ANNIVERSARY SENTIMENTS

President Ed Klonoski  
Looking forward to becoming one of 
Charter Oak’s Emeriti. 


Dr. Merle Harris 
President Emerita 
Good luck to so many successful 
Charter Oak State College graduates 
over the past 45 years and to many 
future graduates who will realize the 
advantages of degrees without 
boundaries. 


Mrs. Astrid Hanzelek 

I remember 1973 very well – perhaps 
more than most! Although I cannot 
attend, I hope your celebration is a big 
success! 


Lucille Cusano  
Faculty  
Congratulations on reaching this 
milestone! I cannot believe how 
quickly the time has passed and how 
many great advances Charter Oak has 
made over these many years! 


Joyce Petrella 
Calculus of Talent  
Congratulations to all the COSC 
family! Happy 45th Anniversary! 


Bobbi Mazurek 
1987  
Happy 45th Anniversary from Bobbi 
Mazurek, RN MSN. 


Manning Jay Hicks  
2011  
Proud to be a COSC alumni. BA Music 
Theory Concentration. 


Raymond Rivard 
1988  
Received a GED while serving in the U.S. 
Marine Corps in 1954 – 1957, during the 
Korean War period. After receiving an 
honorable discharge he went on to study 
at the Connecticut School of Electronics in 
1960, earned COSC B.S. in 1988, and a 
M.S. in 1991. Served State Community 
Colleges Trustees, 1995 – 2005. 

Thank you Charter Oak for your advice 
and best wishes. 


April Shines 
2019 
As a previous Women in Transition (WIT) 
graduate and now graduate of the M.S. of 
COSC, I am grateful for the higher learning 
opportunities afforded me by this 
institution.  It has literally changed the 
trajectory of my life.


Trinene Davis 
2009 
Children’s book author of  My Sunny Day 
and The Butterfly in Me, is honored to be 
presenting at the Massachusetts Reading 
Association 50th Celebration Convention 
in Boston, Ma., April 3rd - 4th,  presenting 
on the topic of "Letting Your Imagination 
and Navigation Run Wild!


Carol Hall 
Staff / Student 
Proud to be part of this community!
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CHARTER OAK STATE COLLEGE
A BRIEF HISTORY

1973 • Established by The Connecticut General Assembly as the Board of State 
Academic Awards, to assist adults in degree completion. 


1977 • The Charter Oak College Foundation was founded to fill the gap when 
state funding was inadequate. The Foundation Board of Trustees provides 
volunteer leadership for development and fundraising programs and stewardship 
of the Foundation’s assets. 


1980 • Designated as a College by the Connecticut legislatures, and named 
Charter Oak College.


1992 • Renamed Charter Oak State College to facilitate recognition that the 
College was part of the state system of public higher education. 


2009 • Granted authority to offer Master’s degree programs by a change in the 
State statute. 


2011 • Combined under one governing board, the twelve community colleges, 
the four state universities, and Charter Oak State College were designated the 
CSCU governed by the Board of Regents. 


2017 • Created the Charter Oak State College Alumni Association Master of 
Science Degree Scholarship Program to financially assist deserving Charter Oak 
graduates pursuing a Master’s Degree at Charter Oak State College. 


2018 • Named #1 College for Adult Education by Best College Reviews. 


The Alumni Association Awarded (2) $1,000 scholarships; one to an 
incoming student and one to a currently enrolled student in the Master’s 
Program. 


The Foundation awarded over $90K to over 100 students in FY2018 in 
the form of scholarships, grants, and awards to students utilizing Prior 
Learning Assessment, the WIT and WAGE Programs, and the Student 
Association Student Crisis Fund. 


2019 • Celebrated 45 Years! 


Connecticut’s only public online college, Charter Oak has grown from an 
aggregator of credits to an institution offering over 350 online courses, bachelors  
and graduate degrees. Recognized as a military-friendly college while staying 
true to our roots ~ being transfer friendly, offering credit for prior learning and 
giving adults another chance to earn a degree. 




CHARTER OAK STATE COLLEGE
45TH ANNIVERSARY DONORS

Shirley	Adams		
Donald	Brodeur		
Dave	Calibey	
George	Claffey,	Jr.		
Neal	Cunningham		
Bill	&	Pat	Derech		
Shirley	Eaton	
Sharon	Efron	

Anne	Elwell	
Richard	Gerber 
Dave	&	Merle	Harris	
Astrid	Hanzalek		
Jason	Jakubowski	
Ed	&	Angela	Klonoski		
Linda	Larkin	
Christopher	May	

Barbara	Mazurek		
Rowena	McGoldrick		
Tom	McGovern	
Sandra	Morgan	
Joyce	&	Mario	Petrella		
Rebeka	Scalia	
Gino	&	Monica	Zaccardelli	
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45TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
COMMUNITY PARTNERS

DJ  Dr. Love
J U L I O  C A S I A N O
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Karen Misko PHOTOGRAPHY


