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TO MAKE HIGHER EDUCATION 
A POSSIBILITY FOR ALL

JOYCE P. PETRELLA
BOARD PRESIDENT

Joyce P. Petrella 

A WORD FROM THE 
BOARD PRESIDENT

In 2023, Charter Oak State College celebrated its
50th Anniversary Year. In celebration, the all-
volunteer Board of Directors of the Charter Oak
State College Foundation launched a campaign to
Raise More AND Give More.  Long-time and newly
appointed members committed to a bold
fundraising goal of $250,000. 

We raised $249,238 (just shy of $250,000) AND we
awarded $221,000 in scholarships and grants!  

We  increased scholarship and grant award
amounts to offset inflation and encourage our
students to stay in their programs. 
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The combined generosity of many was crucial in
reaching our goal! Thank you!

But, please know, our work is not complete. The
Vision of the Foundation Board, to make higher
education a possibility for all, stems from the belief
that as we educate our community members, we
help eliminate gender and racial inequities, reduce
wage and poverty gaps, and ultimately enrich the
lives of students, their families, and our
communities in which we live and work. 

As we look to the future of the College and of the
Foundation, we aim to continually increase our
fundraising goals. Are you looking for an
opportunity to make a difference, pay it forward or  
honor loved ones? Gifts of any size added together
make a real difference!   

Contact me or Carol Hall to learn how you can be
part of the audacious vision and transform lives
today!



In 2023, more students received more awards. Financial
assistance was increased to offset inflation and ensure
persistence, and provide encouragement, as follows:

92% increase in financial aid to students
60% increase in value for each Tech Support Grant
18% increase in value of each scholarship awarded
15% more participants in the WIT and PIIT programs
for low-income single mom’s or parents 

“RAISE MORE AND GIVE MORE”
RESULTS 

The Charter Oak State College Foundation  
Raised $249,000 and Gave $221,000,  90%+ Increase over 2022

Scholarships & Grants

WIT PIIT

Student Crisis

Credits for Prior Learning

WIT
46%

Scholarships & Grants
42.8%

PIIT
5.6%
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Raised More Gave More

GAVE to 
78

 Students

FOUNDATION 
SCHOLARSHIPS & GRANTS

WOMEN IN TRANSITION
(WIT) PROGRAM

PARENTS INTENT ON
IMPROVING TOMORROW (PIIT) 

GAVE to 
 33 Single

Moms

STUDENT CRISIS 
AWARDS 

GAVE to 
 13

 Students

GAVE 5
Additional

Parents
Awards

CREDITS FOR 
PRIOR LEARNING 

GAVE 22
Awards

yielding 81
Credits for
Students

W gave to 151 students-but we had to say “no” to over 100 other students. 
Therefore, the PLAN for 2024 is to Give Even More!  



THANK YOU FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Take a moment to feel good and feel proud.
Together we are providing hope, connection,
and opportunity! 

I look forward to meeting more of our alums,
benefactors, faculty, and friends as we head
with hope and encouragement into the future!

Cheers to another Fifty Years! 

CHARTER OAK STATE COLLEGE FOUNDATION

CAROL HALL
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Carol Hall 
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The 50th Anniversary Year of Charter Oak State
College gave us all an opportunity to reflect on the
past, honor our history, to raise and give [more], and to
celebrate. We gathered volunteers, recruited story
tellers, and planned an Anniversary Weekend which
featured the 50th Anniversary Gala.

This Annual Report highlights our generous donors
and sponsors who made our auction, fundraising, and
paddle raise a success! It also includes the results of
our Raise More to Give More (to students) campaign. 

I personally am incredibly grateful to have met so
many interesting and wonderfully generous people
during the planning and execution phases of the
celebration. Thank you, sincerely, for sharing from
your heart, for opening your wallets, and for
acknowledging the success and trajectory of your life
in relation to your Charter Oak degree. 

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Officers • Executive Committee
President
Joyce Petrella
Managing Partner, Calculus of Talent 

Secretary
Joe Waxman
Guru Enterprises Group LLC

Vice President
Steven Taylor
Liberty Bank

Treasurer
Glenn Davis
Liberty Bank 

Directors 
Marcia Anderson-Esson
Charter Oak Alum, Class of 1993

Julio Casiano
Retired, Entrepreneur 

Paul Chaplinsky
Henkel Corporation

Jason Jakubowski
President & CEO Connecticut Foodshare

Susan Lewis
Senior Director, Marketing, Human Nutrition
& Health

Mary McCallister
Planning Analyst, CT DSS Planning
Improvement Office (PIO), Alum

Daniel Purushotham
Professor, CCSU

Albert Schmid
Auguste Escoffier School of Culinary Arts,
Alum

Ed Klonoski
President 
Charter Oak State College

Carol Hall
Executive Director
Charter Oak State College Foundation

Carlita Cotton
Faculty Representative
Charter Oak State College 

Joel Raffone
Alumni Representative
Connecticut Counseling Center, LLC 

as of June 2023

Non-Voting Members • Ex-Officio



Supporters Circle 
$500-$749
Ralph J Brasure, III
Nicolin Carr
George & Maria F. Claffey, Jr.
Neal F. Cunningham
Sarah Ellis Murray
David Ferreira
Lori Gagne Pendleton
Joshua S Geraghty
Krystyna Gorniak-Kocikowska
Shirley L. Leopold
Susan Lewis
Ruth MacDonald
William J. Malone
George & Rowena McGoldrick
Linda Marie Perfetto
Irene Puccio
Kate Rockefeller
Leena Sampemane

Dr. Shirley M. Adams
Robert Addy
Tracy V. Allen
Kristen Bodenstein
Michael Broderick
Robert Casale
Julio Casiano
Glenn Davis
Abby DeLotto
Matthew and Melanie Ellis
Paul & Elizabeth Foody
Robert Frederick
Stan Guzek & Patricia Bowen
Merle & David Harris
Ed & Angela Klonoski
Mike Marusa & Family
Christine McNab Visick
George & Laura Moker
Michael Moriarty
Brian & Lucille Mulroy
Joyce & Mario Petrella
Dan Purushotham
Susan B. Sweeney
Betsy & Matthew Udal
Rebecca Wareing
Joseph & Carol Waxman

GIVING CIRCLES 
President’s Circle 
$750 & above

Charter Circle 
$250 - $499
Aprill Baughns, P.M.P.
Irene C. Burke
Dave Calibey
Paul Chaplinsky
Charles Coffie
Naomi & Michael Cohen
Carlo L. Cordasco
Carlita RB Cotton
Karen Cunningham
Lillanya Dantzler
Karen E Edmond
Tom Evan
Kelly Fast
Matt Fleury
Mary-Jane Foster
Marie Gaffney & Raymond Minor
Gerard Gagliardi
Carol Hall
Cheryl Harrison
Solomon Hill
Maureen Hogan
Jason Jakubowski
Cynthia James
Lora M LeMosy
Joseph P. Leone
Allen & Fran Maltz
Chris May
Thomas McGovern
Paul Morganti
Brooke Palkie
Shyamala Raman, Ph.D., MBA
Omar Rodriguez
Deanna Savoir
Albert W. A. Schmid
John Stone
Nancy Taylor
Susan VanArsdale
Robert Walters
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Sustainer  
$100-$249
Dan Aloi
David Arre
Kwame Asamoah
Donald W. Brodeur
Aquia Brown-Welch
Shelly L Carter
Vickie Carter
Susan K. Chen
Jacqueline A. Cheney
Benita Clarke
Marc J. Cohen
Mardia Coleman
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Dipentima
Sheila Donnelly
Cynthia A Edgerton
Anne D. Elwell
Ruth Garby Torres
Rochelle Ginsberg
Crystal Glasscock
Jerome Golden
Katharine Griffin
Lorraine Haslip
Ella Sue Hawkins
Holly Howery
Joel Waldron Hurliman
Sophia Marie Jappinen
Timothy and Suzanne Kane
Linda Larkin
Nancy Martone
John Meyer
Raymond Minor
Kathy Murphy
Patrick Murray
Michael Nicastro
Vivian T Orie
Yolanda Ivette Pacheco
Blanche Parker
Joan C. Parris
Doreen Piscitelli
Kenneth L. Przybysz
Barry Rahmy
Maribel Rivera Smith
Elsie Rogers
Gesualdo C. Schneider
Karen Schultz
Jennifer Shea & Peter Bruns
Scot and Patty Siarkowski
Brandee Stefano
Kathy Murray Sullivan
Steven A Taccogna
John C. Thomas
Juan C. Urena
Stacey Walraven
Michael P. Walsh
Wanda Warshauer
Lisa Wildman
Janice Williams
Madelina Williams
Betsy Woodward
Ashley Zennis

GIVING CIRCLES
Acorn Circle & 
$50/50 Challenge
Anonymous
Anonymous
Lisa Acosta
Ola Akande
Nicole Alexander
Annette Amato
Marcia P. Anderson - Esson
Cheryl Andrews
Tracy A Ariel
James Barrett
Astley Beckford
Joy Burke Burke-Hopkins
Carole Ann Carso
Bryan Cassiday
Charles Cleary
Renee Comeau
Alice Conley
Stephen D. Courtney
Steph Daniel
Melody Davis
Carith Dean
Ronald Deyton
Beth Dominianni
Sharon Efron
Timothy Egan
Angela Etoria Chapman
Patrice Farquharson
Joseph G. Fitzgerald
Michelle D Fountain
Tejas Gandhi
Melissa Geter
James Gibbs
Kenneth Gibson
Dara M Godfrey
Elaine Graziano
Mario Grietti
Nancy Guerin
Stephen William Hall
Kathleen J. Hartnett
Corinne Helfant
Ruth Marie Hernandez
Anna Naava Hong
Tiffany Hoxie
Jack & Beth Komorowski
Danielle Lamothe
Alia Latorre
Billie M. Levy
Curtis Lungrin
Jose and Rosa Marquez
Raquel Martinez
JD Mathewson
Brian Meier
Sarah Michaud
Regina Miller
Kristina M Molnar
Dr. Sandra W. Morgan
Donnalynn Notaro
Barbara P. Nye
Lindsay O'Grady
Mariah Parreira
ShaRhonda Patterson
Phyllis Perry CHARTER OAK STATE COLLEGE FOUNDATION
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Breanne Pytlik
Tenell "Tiger" Rhodes, Sr
Sixto Rivera
Brian Romano
Constance Rotondo
Chaneka Russ
Richard Sanko
Jeffrey Segal
Hannah Sellers
Michelle Sevigny
Suzanne Sharkey
Dr. Sarah Emerson Shea
David E. E. Sloane
Jose Toyos, Jr.
Esmeralda Vargas
Janet Vasel
Victor H Vega
Susan Venberg
Linda Wilder
Dana Wil kie

CORPORATE MATCH
The Benevity Community Impact Fund
Charter Oak Federal Credit Union
Davita
Intuit
McKesson

Aurora Women & Girls Foundation
Community Foundation of Greater New
Britain
Hartford Foundation for Public Giving
Leipold Foundation, Inc.
Liberty Bank Foundation

GRANTS
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GIFTS IN HONOR OF

Dr. Merle Harris

Dr. Philip A. Hall & Dr. John Rommel

Dr. Shirley Adams

Linda Perfetto

Milton Stern

Neal Cunningham

Noah Baerman (Piano Concert)

Sarah Ellis and Peter Murray Wedding

Dr. Sandra W. Morgan 
Matt Fleury

Lorraine Haslip

Maureen Hogan
Lisa Wildman

Constance Rotondo

David E. Sloane

Ed & Angela Klonoski 
Karen Cunningham

Dr. Shirley M. Adams

Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Dipentima
David Ferreira
Ed & Angela Klonoski
Kathy Murray Sullivan
Patrick Murray & Kathleen Binkowski
Scot and Patty Siarkowski
Dr. Shirley M. Adams
Wanda Warshauer

Constable Andrew Hong
Anna Naava Hong

GIFTS IN MEMORY OF
Carlo Esidore
Jason Jakubowski
Lori Gagne Pendleton
Linda Larkin
Dr. Shirley M. Adams

Doris G. Cassiday
Bryan Cassiday

Delores Bell
Aprill Baughns, P.M.P.

Dr. Bernard Shea
Jennifer Shea & Peter Bruns
Mario Grietti
Peter Hagerty Shea
Dr. Sarah Emerson Shea

Kazimierz Gorniak
Krystyna Gorniak-Kocikowska

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO
DONATED TO 

OUR GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY 
GUEST 
SPEAKERS
Renne DiNino 
Jason Jakubowski
Trudi Lebron
Tenell “Tiger” Rhodes
Steven Taylor
DJ Dr. Love, Julio Casiano

SPONSORS
4 Biz Graphics
B&B Threaded Components
Big Thunk
Calculus of Talent
Capital Business Lenders
Central CT Chambers of Commerce
Charter Oak State College Alumni
Eversource
Fiducient
The Goddard School
Guru Enterprise Group
Jolly Rover II
Legal Shield
Liberty Bank
Mayor Erin Stewart, New Britain
Meyer & Associates
New Britain Downtown District
Waypoint Wealth Solutions

SENTIMENTS
Marcia Anderson-Esson, ‘93
Rene C. Burke, ‘87
Don & Carole Carso
Mrs. Carith Dean, 2016
Anne D. Elwell, 2001
James Gibbs, 2015
Krystyna Gorniak-Kocikowska-Faculty
Billie M. Levy, ‘78
Curtis Lungrin
John Meyer
Regina Miller-Faculty
Blanche Parker, ‘86
Brian Romano, 2011
Susan Sadecki
Dr. Sarah Shea

AUCTION 
DONATIONS
@bcw2sculptor -Brian Walters II
Alum, Class of ‘98-Trinene Davis
Alum, Class of ‘81-Jack Komorowski
Alum, Class of ‘03- Leonard H. LeBlanc III
Alum, Class of ‘05 -Trudy Lebron
Alum, Class of ‘80- William J. Malone
Alum, Class of ‘97-Albert Schmid
Chipotle
First & Last Tavern
Foundation Board Member-Julio Casiano
Goodspeed Musicals
Great Taste Restaurant
Hartford Athletic
Hartford Flavor Company
Hartford Marriott Downtown
Hartford Wolf Pack
Holly Spencer Photography
Iris Photography
J. Timothy's Tavern
Edible Creations by Angie
Lake Compounce
Lit by Lola
Mystic Seaport Museum
Nardelli's          
Playhouse on Park
Rockledge Golf Club
Seasmus Painting of CT, LLC
Stop & Shop



  

DORELY SHARES HER CHARTER OAK STORY  
 A single mom of twin boys, Dorely entered the Women in Transition
Program (WIT) in 2014. A first-generation college student, she is from
Hartford’s North End, and is one of 8 siblings. In May of 2023, Dorely
graduated with her bachelor’s degree in healthcare administration AND
was promoted to the Manager of Community Health and Health
Promotion at Hartford Hospital. 

Dorely explains that “The Women in Transition program has helped me
to become a better me!”  

“I know that one of the reasons I was given the opportunity to lead is
because I was in the process of getting my degree. I believe Charter
Oak State College has equipped me with the skills I need to be a great
leader, in this my first management position!” 

She continues, “Last but certainly not least, I want to say Gracias for
giving me the opportunity to obtain my degree. Because you gave so
generously, I am not only graduating with a bachelor’s degree, but I am
going to be student loan debt free too! Thank you to Foundation,
Wanda, and the generous donors, the WIT program changed my life!” 

Dear COSC Foundation Board of Directors & Donors, 
 First and foremost, thank you for taking the time to read my scholarship entry and
selecting me as the recipient of the Fall 2023 Foundation Scholar Scholarship. I feel
beyond honored to receive this award. I have only two semesters left until the
completion of my degree in general psychology. This scholarship has taken the
burden off the financial strain that comes with pursuing a college education.  
 The Foundation Scholar Scholarship will help me continue pursuing my goal of
becoming a pediatric developmental psychologist. My youngest daughter
experienced developmental delays after contracting bacterial meningitis and
neonatal sepsis at birth. I became deeply interested in child development as we
navigated through that very trying time. I hope to help children and their families
who face a similar path to the one we once ventured. 
Many thanks, 
Christina B.

A Letter of GratitudeA Letter of Gratitude
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